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development of character. What power would such
a man have of giving effect to his views in Europe
or in Australia? The State has come in almost
everywhere to protect the masses against employers
and landlords, or to organise the forces of the com-
munity for general purposes. State Education was
first systematised on something like its present lines
in Prussia, because Prussia, being relatively a weak
power, saw the importance of making every citizen
as efficient as possible. England and France, Austria
and Italy have followed in the steps of Prussia,
because they dared not do otherwise. Meanwhile,
costless education has recommended itself as a boon
to parents ; and workmen look favourably upon the
school attendance that diminishes the competition of
child-labour. A statesman who should try to revert
to the old order, because he considered the uniform
routine of our State Schools destructive of originality,
would soon find that he had to contend with very
powerful interests. So, again, with State limitations
to labour. Whether the theory of unlimited com-
petition be true of ancient times or not, it is certain
that the influence of Adam Smith and the circum-
stances of their time determined the wealthy classes
of England for three generations to hold as an
undoubted article of faith, that the law ought not to
interpose between employer and man. From the
day the first Reform Bill was passed, this theory was
doomed in England. Philanthropists first interfered
to protect women and children ; after a time the
Trades Unions secured the legal recognition of their
activity ; and at present it is only a question how
far labour can be regulated by law, and how far it is
best to leave the task of restraining it to powerful